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FOREWORD. 

The  contents  of  this  book  (a  War- 
wickshire production  in  all  particulars), 
in  a  briefer  form,  were  originally 
published  in  POET-LORE,  a  Phila- 
delphian  magazine.  Amplified  and 
improved,  the  work  is  now  offered  to 
Shakespeare-loving  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  world  as  a  century's  record  of 
devotion  to  Literature's  supremest 
intellect — that  inspired  Warwickshire 
lad  who 

**  Exhausted  worlds,  and  then  imagined 


new." 


The  new  portrait  of  Shakespeare,  a 
poem  in  colour,  painted  for  me  by  my 
artist  friend,  Thomas  Hyam,  is  an 
appropriate  offering  to  the  genius  of 
this  wonderful  Warwickshire  lad. 

GEORGE   MORLEY. 

Carstairs, 

Leamington, 
Warwickshire, 
April,  1908. 
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ROUND   SHAKESPEARE'S 

TABLE ;    An  account  of  the  Birthday 

Celebrations  held  at  Stratford-on-Avon 

in  honour  of  the  Poet. 


Now  good  digestion  wait  on  appetite, 
And  health  on  both. 

"Macbeth." 

Proceed,  proceed ;  we  will  begin  these  rites, 
And  we  do  trust  they'll  end  in  true  delights. 

"As  You  Like  It. 


IN  the  early  years  of  the  Victorian 
dynasty  it  was  the  custom  to  hold  at 
Stratford-on-Avon,  every  23rd  of  April, 
a  feast  in  commemoration  of  Shakes- 
peare, who  was  born  and  who  died  on 
that  day. 

BYRON    AND  SHAKESPEARE. 

I  say  **  early  years  "  advisedly,  because  it 
is  clear  that  later  years  have  been  much 
less  fruitful  in  these  festivals.     If  I  were 
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asked  the  reason  why  these  Shakespeare 
Commemorations  at  the  poet's  Birthplace 
and  elsewhere  have  decreased,  I  should 
give  as  my  reason  the  fact  that  a  small 
knot  of  illustrious  writers,  who  had  a 
splendid  enthusiasm  for  Shakespeare 
and  his  works,  have  passed  away,  and 
their  successors  have  not  been  animated 
by  the  same  generous  feeling. 
Every  student  of  English  and  foreign 
literature,  even  in  the  early  **  thirties," 
could  not  worship  Shakespeare  with 
the  ardour  of  Leigh  Hunt,  James  Payne 
Collier,  William  Howitt,  and  Edward 
Bulwer  Lytton  ;  or  the  devotion  of  such 
eminent  impersonators  of  the  dramatist's 
characters  as  Edmund  Kean,  William 
Charles  Macready,  Charles  Kean,  and 
Charles  Kemble.  Great  writers,  indeed, 
are  known  to  be  rather  cynical  with 
regard  to  the  writings  of  others.  The 
2 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE'S  TABLE 


Moore-Byron  colloquy  is  an  illustration 
of  this. 

One  day  when  in  a  merry  mood — not  an 
unusual  thing  with  this  fine  poet  of  the 
Emerald  Isle— Moore  put  the  question 
to  the  noble  bard:— **I  say,  Byron, 
what  do  you  think  of  Shakespeare?" 
**  Why,  I  think  him  a  confounded 
humbug,"  was  the  reply  of  the  poet. 

**THE     ROYAL     SHAKESPEARE 
CLUB." 

The  idea  of  holding  annual  Commem- 
orations seems  to  have  originated  with 
**The  Shakespeare  Club,"  an  organisa- 
tion which  was  established  at  Stratford- 
on-Avon  in  April,  1824,  and  which 
included  most  of  the  eminent  persons  of 
the  time  in  the  literary  and  histrionic 
world.  At  the  Birthday  Festival  of 
1833,  an  announcement  was  read  stating 
that  his  Majesty  George  the  Fourth,  had 
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given  the  Club  special  permission  to 
add  the  prefix  of  "  Royal "  to  its  title. 
It  was,  therefore,  re-named  **The  Royal 
Shakespeare  Club,"  and  as  a  token  of 
appreciation  of  the  royal  condescension, 
the  Festival  of  that  year  was  enhanced 
by  the  addition  of  **  a  grand  Masquerade ' 
in  the  style  of  Garrick's  Pageant  of  1769, 
at  which  260  persons  appeared  in 
Shakespeare's  characters. 
These  ** Shakespeare  Masques"  were 
revived  at  intervals  during  the  early 
years  of  the  Victorian  era,  but  they 
were  few  and  far  between  ;  and  when 
they  were  held,  their  effect  was  so 
tawdry  and  show-like  as  to  fill  with 
disgust  the  minds  of  those  who  wished 
to  do  real  honour  to  Shakespeare  in  the 
town  of  his  birth. 
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SHERIDAN    KNOWLES   AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

In  the  year  1837,  James  Sheridan 
Knowles,  the  poet  and  dramatist,  author 
of  the  plays  of  **  Virginius,"  **The 
Hunchback,"  **  Love,"  and  other  works 
of  more  than  passing  excellence,  was 
building  himself  up  a  permanent 
reputation,  which  even  his  after-conduct 
in  renouncing  the  stage  and  turning 
Methodist  Preacher,  could  not  diminish, 
seeing  that  his  plays  are  in  vogue  and 
use  at  the  present  time. 
In  April,  as  Princess  Victoria  became 
Queen  in  June,  Sheridan  Knowles 
sought  the  leafy  groves  of  woody 
Warwickshire,  and  came  to  Stratford- 
on-Avon  to  pay  homage  at  the  shrine  of 
the  world's  greatest  poet  and  dramatist ; 
and  at  this  Commemoration  he  delivered 
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a  Shakespeare  oration,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  uttered  the  remarkable, 
though  perfectly  just,  opinion  that 
*' Shakespeare's  genius  was  above  man's 
comprehension." 
**THE  REGULAR  FEAST." 
For  a  few  succeeding  years  the  Shakes- 
peare Commemorations  leave  little  to 
record  of  permanent  interest  to  the 
student,  or  even  to  the  general  reader. 
The  promise  of  success  so  well  begun  in 
the  first  year  of  the  Victorian  dynasty 
was  not  fulfilled.  Each  year  the 
** regular  feast,"  as  Leigh  Hunt  called 
it,  was  served  up  in  Shakespeare  Hall 
by  Mine  Host  of  the  Falcon  or  the 
Golden  Lion,  but  there  was  no  eminent 
literary  light  present  to  lend  lustre  to 
the  proceedings. 

In   1840  the  chair  was   taken  by  Mr. 
Thomas    Umbers,   a  then  well-known 

6 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE'S  TABLE 


agriculturist,  of  Wappenbury,  near 
Leamington.  One  hundred  guests 
responded  to  the  Shakespearean  grace  of 

Now  good  digestion  wait  on  appetite, 
And  health  on  both. 

But  the  next  year  the  number  of  guests 
who  came  in  to  the  feast  was  only  eighty, 
and  many  of  these,  I  fear,  were  present, 
not  out  of  love  for  Shakespeare,  but  for 
the  quality  of  the  Feast,  which  upon 
these  occasions  was  held  in  good  repute. 
Mr.  Edward  Getley  presided  at  the 
banquet  of  1841. 

He  was  followed  in  1842,  by  Mr.  E.  D. 
Ford,  Chief  Magistrate  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  and  he,  in  turn,  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  J.  B.  Freer,  a  noted  Warwick- 
shire County  Justice,  who,  unlike  the 
Sir  Thomas  Lucy  of  Elizabethan  days, 
was  an  ardent  admirer  of  Shakespeare, 
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the  deer  stealer,  and  gave  equal  attention 
to  his  poet  and  his  law. 
At  the  Commemoration  of  1843  the 
agriculturist  interest  was  introduced  in 
the  shape  of  a  toast,  and  considering 
what  an  agricultural  county  Warwick- 
shire has  been  for  so  many  centuries, 
the  introduction  was  not  inappropriate. 
In  future  years  the  pastoral  element  did 
not  occupy  the  dignity  of  a  standing  toast 
at  these  Shakespeare  Commemorations, 
although  agriculture  was  referred  to  by 
some  of  the  speakers. 
*'The  Royal  Shakespeare  Club"  com- 
pleted its  twentieth  year  of  existence  in 
April,  1844.  This  Festival  is  chiefly 
remarkable  for  the  smallness  of  the 
company  that  assembled  round  Shake- 
speare's table.  There  were  but  twenty- 
five  guests  on  each  side  of  the  festive 
board,  and  these  fifty  had  for  their 
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Chairman,  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  of  Alves- 
ton. 

But  one  touch  of  interest  was  imparted 
to  this  assembly.  The  President  of 
the  day  read  a  letter  from  the  then 
celebrated  Dr.  Connolly,  a  well-known 
Shakespeare  scholar,  and  a  man  who 
had  passed  through  violent  election 
storms  at  Coventry  and  Warwick.  In 
his  letter  of  regret  for  non-attendance, 
he  hoped  that  **  upon  some  future 
occasion  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
again  assisting  to  celebrate  the  Birthday 
of  the  Great  Poet  in  his  native  town;" 
and  his  wish  was  fulfilled,  for  he 
appeared  at  Stratford-on-Avon  at  more 
than  one  Shakespeare  Commemoration 
thereafter— much  to  his  own  and  the 
company's  delight. 
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SAMUEL  LOVER  AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

Mine  Host  of  the  "Falcon"  served  up 
the  Feast  of  1845.  It  was  presided  over 
by  the  same  President  as  of  the  year 
before,  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  of  Alveston. 
This  Birthday  Celebration  was  decidedly 
more  hearty  and  entertaining  than  its 
predecessors.  One  eminent  guest,  if 
no  more,  graced  the  festive  board. 
This  was  Mr.  Samuel  Lover,  the  Irish 
wit  and  poet,  &  the  celebrated  author 
of  "Rory  O'More."  His  presence  in 
Shakespeare  Hall,  and  among  Shake- 
speare's countr>'men,  lent  mirth  and 
charm  to  the  whole  proceedings  ;  and 
in  his  toast  of  "Sheridan  Knowles  and 
the  Drama,"  he  proved  once  more  the 
liveliness  of  the  Irish  character.  If 
there  w^as  one  touch  of  discord  at  this 
10 
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Commemoration,  it  was  the  tendency 
to  give  very  little  time  to  Shakespeare 
and  a  great  deal  to  living  poets. 

THE  LONDON  SHAKESPEARE 
CLUB. 

That  fine  Shakesperean  scholar  and 
author,  Serjeant  Talfourd,  was  in  the 
flesh  in  1846,  and  living  in  London, 
were  he  was  for  many  years  connected 
with  **The  London  Shakespeare  Club," 
which  held  its  monthly  meetings  at 
the  old  Piazza  Coffee  House,  in  Covent 
Garden,  and  of  which  upon  several 
occasions,  he  was  President. 
**The  Royal  Shakespeare  Club"  at 
Stratford-on-Avon,  wanted  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  Serjeant  Talfourd's  company 
at  the  Birthday  Festival  of  1846,  and 
Chandos  Wren  Hoskyns,  of  Wroxall 
Abbey,  wrote  to  invite  him ;  but  the 
distinguished    author    of    "Ion,"    and 
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**  Glencoe,  or  the  Fate  of  the  Mac- 
donalds,"  replied  to  the  effect  that  though 
nothing  could  have  given  him  greater 
gratfication  than  the  ability  to  accept  the 
flattering  invitation  to  the  most  sacred  spot 
in  Britain,  yet,  as  the  Shakespeare  Club 
in  London  held  its  Birthday  Festival 
at  the  Garrick  Club  on  the  same  day,  he 
would  be  forced  to  forego  the  pleasure 
of  a  visit  to  Stratford-on-Avon. 
The  Commemoration  at  the  Garrick 
Club  was  a  distinguished  and  successful 
one.  It  was  presided  over  by  Lord 
Tenterden,  who  was  supported  by  most 
of  the  literary  celebrities  of  the  day. 
Perhaps  it  is  not  incorrect  to  say  that 
the  success  of  **  The  Shakespeare  Club  " 
in  London  was  entirely  due  to  the 
exertions  of  Serjeant  Talfourd,  who, 
being  an  intimate  friend  of  Macready's 
and  a  worshipper  of  Shakespeare,  was 
12 
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enabled  to  gather  around  him  a  galaxy 
of  stars,  the  like  of  which  England  can 
hardly  boast  of  at  the  present  day. 

A  LETTER  FROM  V/ORDSWORTH. 

As  readers  of  "Round  Shakespeare's 
Table  "  may  like  to  know  the  opinion  of 
Wordsworth  concerning  these  Shake- 
speare Commemorations,  I  will  give 
verbatim  an  interesting  letter  from  the 
Pcet  Laureate  which  was  read  at  the 
Festival  of  1847,  by  the  then  Chairman, 
Charles  Holte  Bracebridge,  a  descendant 
of  the  celebrated  Holtes,  of  Aston  Hall, 
Birmingham. 

The  letter  was  as  follows  : 
**Hampstead  Heath,  April,  I9th,  1847. 

**My  Dear  Sir, 
**It   gives  me  great  pleasure  to  learn 
from  your  obliging  note  of  to-day,  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
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bourhood  of  Stratford -on- Avon  purpose 
to  institute  a  Shakespeare  anniversary 
to  be  celebrated  in  that  town ;  nor  can 
I  be  other  than  gratified  by  the  expres- 
sion of  the  wish  that  I  should  be  present 
at  the  approaching  meeting. 
**Much  do  I  regret  that  circumstances 
will  not  allow  me  to  avail  myself  of  the 
Committee's  invitation,  but  as  my  earn- 
est wishes  w^ill  attend  the  occasion,  may 
I  venture  to  say  that  in  my  judgment, 
a  Triennial  Meeting  would  be  prefer- 
able to  an  annual  one ;  as  it  is  to  be 
apprehended  that  so  frequent  a  recur- 
rence of  the  celebration,  though  for  the 
first  few  years  it  might  be  met  with  pride 
and  pleasure,  would,  in  a  long  course  of 
years,  lose  its  spirit. 

**The  expression  of  this  opinion  will,  I 
trust,  be  taken  in  good  part  by  the 
Committee,  who  will  accept  my  cordial 
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thanks  for  the  honour  they  have  done 
me  by  their  invitation.  Let  me  also 
thank  you,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken. 

"Believe  me  to  remain.  Faithfully, 
**Your  Most  Obliged, 

**  William  Wordsworth. 
**Chandos  Wren  Hoskyns,  Esq. 

WORDSWORTH  AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

The  Poet  Laureate  seems  to  have  thought 
that  this  Commemoration  to  which  he 
was  invited,  was  the  initial  one  of  a 
series  to  be  held.  It  speaks  little,  indeed, 
for  his  acquaintance  with  Shakespearean 
work  to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  for  twenty-three  years  previously 
birthday  celebrations  had  been  held 
at  Stratford-on-Avon  every  23rd  of 
April.      But  Wordsworth,   like  Byron, 
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was  not  a  devout  lover  of  Shakespeare, 
indeed,  his  remark  to  Charles  Lamb, 
that  he  could  write  as  well  as  Shakes- 
peare, *Sf  he  had  a  mind,"  demonstrates 
the  place  which  Shakespeare  held  in  his 
esteem. 

Apart  from  Wordsworth's  letter,  which 
I  have  cited  because  of  its  historical 
significance,  the  Commemoration  of  1847 
was  singularly  barren  of  aught  save  good 
viands  and  good  wine,  and  a  few  good 
toasts.  To  Mine  Host  of  the  Falcon, 
therefore,  is  due  the  measure  of  success 
that  attended  that  Celebration,  which 
was  of  such  an  order  as  almost  to  justify 
Wordsworth's  fear  that  the  annual 
Commemorations  would  lose  spirit. 
SHAKESPEARE  RELICS. 
Whether  or  not  Wordsworth's  letter  of 
the  preceding  year  had  any  effect,  certain 
it  is  that  the  Festival  of  1848  was  a 
15 
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marked  advance  upon  many  forerunners. 
The  occasion  was  not  only  honoured  by 
the  presence  of  many  distinguished 
guests,  but  there  was  a  small  exhibition 
of  rare  Shakespeare  relics. 
Chief  among  these  was  the  Baptismal 
and  Death  Register,  which  was  brought 
for  the  inspection  of  visitors  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Clayton,  Vicar  of  Stratford- 
on-Avon.  Another  object  of  great 
interest  was  the  Garrick  Goblet,  made 
from  the  famous  Mulberry  Tree,  and 
presented  to  the  great  tragedian  by  the 
Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  in  1769.  On  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Garrick  the  goblet  was  sold  by  auction 
in  London  for  120  guineas,  and  was  lent 
by  the  owner  for  view  at  this  Com- 
memoration. 

The  late  Earl  of  Warwick,  then  Lord 
Brooke,  of  Warwick  Castle,  acted  as 
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Chairman  at  the  dinner  furnished  by 
Mine  Host  of  the  Golden  Lion.  This 
nobleman  had  a  very  keen  appreciation 
of  the  genius  of  Shakespeare,  and,  like 
the  late  Mr.  J.  O.  Halliwell-Phillipps, 
took  particular  pleasure  in  collecting  as 
many  valuable  works  relating  to  the 
great  poet  as  he  could  lay  his  hands 
upon.  I  am  able  to  say  that  at  the 
present  time  the  Warwick  Castle 
Library  contains  many  priceless  surprises 
in  Shakespeariana,  including  a  First  and 
Second  Folio,  and  several  copies  of  the 
original  editions  of  Shakespeare's  separate 
plays.  This  will  no  doubt  be  an  interest- 
ing item  of  news  for  American  as  well 
as  English  bibliophiles. 

PAYNE  COLLIER  AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

At  the  Commemoration  of  1848,  Lord 
Brooke  was  supported  in  the  Vice-Chair 
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by  James  Payne  Collier,  an  enthusiastic 
and  erudite  Shakespearean  scholar.  He 
was  the  chief  literary  guest  of  the  day, 
and  in  proposing  the  toast  of  **The 
Drama,"  made  a  speech  full  of  excellent 
reasoning  and  quiet  humour. 

What  Shakespeare  did  for  the  Drama 
was  summed  up  by  Mr.  Payne  Collier 
as  follows : 

**  Those  who  say  that  Shakespeare 
created  the  Drama  are  doing  an  injustice 
to  Shakespeare's  predecessors  ;  but  he 
may  be  said  to  have  re-modelled,  to 
have  improved  it,  and  reared  it  to  a 
pitch  it  never  before  attained." 

Yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are 
many  students  of  Shakespeare  who  will 
think  this  criticism  but  faint  praise,  and 
would  be  prepared  to  prove  that  before 
the  advent  of  Shakespeare  the  Drama 
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could  not  reasonably  be  called  a 
creation." 

COUNTRY  SQUIRES  AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

In  the  history  of  Shakespeare  Com- 
memorations, the  few  eventful  years  are 
followed  by  the  uneventful  ones.  After 
the  *' feast  of  reason"  from  town  wits, 
comes  the  heavy  chat  of  old-fashioned 
country  Squires  or  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

At  the  Festival  of  1849,  the  Company 
was  a  purely  local  one.  Not  that  a 
festival  is  any  the  worse  for  being 
resorted  to  by  the  neighbouring  people ; 
rather  the  reverse,  because  it  shows  that 
a  prophet  is  honoured  in  his  own 
country  ;  but  the  advent  of  an  eminent 
disciple  from  outside  the  shire,  un- 
doubtedly does  give  its  fillip  to  proceed- 
ings of  this  kind. 
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The  Commemoration  of  1849,  however, 
had  not  the  advantage  of  an  illustrious 
foreigner,  but  was  simply  an  assembly  of 
Shakespeare's  own  countrymen.  Dr. 
Thomson,  of  Leamington,  was  the 
Chairman  of  the  day,  and  Mine  Host  of 
the  Falcon  the  furnisher  of  the  Feast. 
There  was  one  item  in  the  proceedings 
to  relieve  them  from  being  humdrum. 
This  was  the  announcement  (bringing 
joy  to  every  lover  of  the  poet  there  or 
elsewhere),  that  the  purchase  of  Shake- 
speare's House  by  the  Club  had  been 
completed  during  the  year. 
The  three  years  immediately  succeeding 
1849,  have  little  to  commend  them  to 
the  notice  of  the  historian.  Dr.  Thom- 
son was  Chairman  for  1850 ;  Mr.  Mark 
Phillips,  of  Welcombe,  High  Sheriff  of 
Warwickshire,  for  1851 ;  and  Charles 
Holte     Bracebridge,     of    Aston    Hall, 
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Birmingham,  for  1852.  The  usual 
Feasts  were  held  in  Shakespeare  Hall, 
and  the  year's  report  of  **The  Royal 
Shakespeare  Club "  was  read ;  beyond 
that  there  was  nothing  to  rank  these 
Commemorations  any  higher  than  a 
Squire's  birthday  dinner,  given  in  a 
gaily-flagged  and  festooned  hall. 

MRS.  NESBIT  AND 
CHARLES  KEAN. 

To  many  readers  of  this  book,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to 
find  the  actor's  calling  so  very  meanly 
represented  at  these  performances. 
With  the  exception  of  the  visit  of 
Sheridan  Knowles— who  was  a  player  as 
wqW  as  a  playwright— in  1837,  there  was 
up  to  1853,  almost  an  entire  absence  of 
the  sock  and  buskin  element. 
In  1835  Mrs.  Nesbit,  the  famous  actress, 
appeared  at  Stratford-on-Avon  in  **As 
22 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE  S  TABLE 

You  Like  It,"  and  Edmund  Kean  was 
also  a  celebrated  visitor  there,  and 
welcome  withal,  in  1829.  Charles  Kean, 
too,  and  Charles  Kemble,  did,  upon 
occasion,  honour  the  immortal  dramatist 
by  appearing  at  his  birthplace  upon  his 
birthday.  But  these  visits  were  before 
the  commencement  of  the  Victorian 
dynasty,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  for  many 
subsequent  years  the  Shakespeare  Com- 
memorations at  Stratford-on-Avon  were 
unadorned  by  the  presence  of  leading 
lights  of  the  theatrical  world. 

PLAYERS  AND  PLAYWRIGHT. 

This  long  poverty  in  actor's  homage, 
therefore,  makes  the  Festival  of  1853  a 
rather  noted  one,  and  gives  it  a  right 
to  the  title  of  **  Theatrical  Commem- 
oration." Mr.  Benjamin  Webster, 
comedian  and  manager  of  the  Adelphi 
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Theatre,  London,  was  the  Chairman  of 
1853.  He  was  supported  in  the  vice- 
chair  by  Charles  Kemble,  who  had  long 
been  retired  from  the  stage,  of  which 
at  one  time  he  was  a  conspicuous 
ornament. 

There  were  also  other  actors  present,  of 
lesser,  though  respectable  note,  and,  as 
might  be  expected  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  proceedings  were  essentially 
theatrical.  Mr.  James  Bennett,  of  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Birmingham,  recited  an 
ode,  called  **The  Grave  of  Shakes- 
peare:"  the  celebrated  Charles  Van- 
denhoiF— an  actor  at  the  time  almost 
better  known  in  America  than  in 
England  —  effectively  dehvered  a  very 
graceful  '*  Shakespeare  oration";  and 
this  Commemoration  was  a  better 
attempt  to  do  honour  to  Shakespeare  by 
practical  illustrations  of  his  works  than 
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had  been  made  for    some    years    pre- 
viously." 

The  Commemoration  of  1854  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  Edgar  Flower,  of 
Stratford-on-Avon ;  that  of  1855  by 
Charles  Wren  Hoskyns,  of  Wroxall 
Abbey  ;  and  that  of  1856  by  Benjamin 
Webster,  actor,  of  the  Adelphi  Theatre, 
London.  There  was  nothing  in  any  of 
them  to  call  for  special  comment.  Each 
of  them  was  a  simple  reiteration  of 
**the  regular  feast,"  which  Leigh  Hunt 
wished  to  see  served  in  every  tavern 
and  dwelling  house  in  England  on  April 
23rd  of  each  year. 

SHAKESPEARE'S  GIFTS. 
In  1S57  the  attempts  made  to  isolate  and 
protect  Shakespeare's  House  in  Henley 
Street,  were  brought  to  a  successful 
issue.  The  cottage  at  the  north  end  and 
the  house  at  the  south,  were  razed,  and 
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other  improvements  effected  at  a  cost  of 
£2,500 — the  money  being  the  gift  of  John 
Shakespeare,  of  Worthington  Fields, 
near  Ashby-de-la  Zouch,  a  distant  con- 
nection of  the  poet's. 
**The  Royal  Shakespeare  Club,"  as  was 
its  wont,  on  the  23rd  of  April,  met  in 
Shakespeare  Hall.  At  this  meeting  it 
was  resolved,  "that  the  handsome  sum 
of  £50,  so  generously  given  by  Mr.  John 
Tallis,  of  London,  to  the  Royal  Shake- 
speare Club,  be  invested,  and  the 
interest  appropriated  to  assisting  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Poet's  Birthday." 
This  John  Tallis  was  a  then  well-known 
publisher  of  London  and  New  York, 
and  in  November,  1850,  issued  the 
*'  Dramatic  Magazine,"  copies  of  which 
are  now  rare.  The  first  number  con- 
tained Home's  poetic  play  '*The  Death 
of  Marlowe." 
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Mr.  James  Payne  Collier  was  the 
Chairman  of  the  1857  Commemoration 
Dinner,  at  which  one  hundred  guests 
sat  down  to  the  festive  board,  including 
the  brothers,  Charles  and  Edgar  Flower. 
Upon  this  occasion  toasts  were  numer- 
ous and  well  delivered,  the  eminent  Dr. 
Kingsley  making  a  great  hit  with 
**  England  and  St.  George."  The  Rev. 
George  Granville,  who  was  also  present, 
took  a  leading  part  in  this  Commemora- 
tion, which  was  distinctly  above  the 
average  of  many  previous  years. 

THEATRICAL 
COMMEMORATIONS. 

From  this  date  onward  the  theatrical 
spirit  became  a  potent  one.  Leading 
actors  recognised  it,  and  were  right  in 
recognising  it,  as  a  sort  of  duty  to  the 
greatest  of  all  dramatists,  to  appear  at 
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Stratford-on-Avon  at  each  recurrence  of 
his  Birthday. 

At  the  Commemoration  of  1858  we  thus 
find  John  Baldwin  Buckstone,  of  the 
Haymarket  Theatre,  London,  in  the 
Chair.  The  late  Mr.  Laman  Blanchard, 
so  well-known  in  the  world  of  letters  as 
a  neat  and  graceful  versifier,  was  also 
present ;  the  general  company  being 
representacive  of  many  callings,  from 
the  Parson  to  the  Player,  and  from  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor  to  the  jovial  red- 
faced  agriculturist. 

A  feature  of  this  Commemoration  was 
the  reading  of  "Hamlet"  by  the  Rev. 
Charles  Julian  Young,  Vicar  of  the 
village  of  Ilmington.  Mr.  Young  was  a 
relative  of  that  Charles  Mayne  Young, 
who,  in  "the  twenties"  was  so  great  a 
success  as  a  tragedian,  and  especially  as 
a  delineator  of  Shakespeare's  characters. 
28 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE'S  TABLE 


Encouraged  by  the  success  of  the 
previous  year,  the  **  Royal  Shakespeare 
Club  '*  determined  to  make  the  Com- 
memorations as  strongly  theatrical  as 
possible.  To  this  end  the  Committee 
prevailed  upon  Mr.  W.  H.  Tilbury,  of 
Drury  Lane  Theatre,  London,  to  preside 
at  the  Festival  of  1859.  It  was  also 
decided  to  engage  Mr.  Walter  Mont- 
gommery,  an  actor  of  repute  in  those 
days,  to  give  a  series  of  Shakespearean 
selections. 

Such  attractions  could  not  fail  to  make 
their  influence  felt,  and  it  v^as  no  doubt 
owing  to  them  that  the  Commemoration 
of  1859  was  a  marked  improvement 
upon  some  of  its  forerunners.  The 
selections  recited  by  Mr.  Montgommery 
were  **The  Seven  Ages  of  Man,"  from 
AS  YOU  LIKE  IT,  the  ** Grave 
Scene"    from    HAMLET,     and     the 
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** Queen  Mab"  speech  from  ROMEO 
and  JULIET. 

AN  ASTON  HALL 
COMMEMORATION. 
Not  only  at  Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  was 
Shakespeare  Commemorated  in  1859. 
There  was  another  Celebration  in  Aston 
Hall,  Birmingham,  which  was  presided 
over  by  William  Schofield,  M.P.  for  the 
town.  No  less  than  250  admirers  of  the 
Poet  assembled  in  the  famous  Great 
Gallery  of  the  Hall,  to  drink,  in  solemn 
silence,  to  **The  Immortal  Memory  of 
Shakespeare" — a  toast  proposed  in  grace- 
ful language  by  Dr.  Sebastian  Evans. 
"A  Shakespeare  Ode"  of  great  beauty, 
written  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Langford,  of 
Birmingham,  was  recited  at  this  Com- 
memoration.    One  verse  was  as  follows : 
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O,  large  of  heart  with  all  to  feel, 

O,  pure  of  sight  all  things  to  see  ; 
O,  rich  in  love,  who  could  reveal 
Life's  ever-changing  mystery. 
With  tongue  to  sing  and  brain  to  think  and  plan. 
Our  Shakespeare  soars  'hove  all,  the  song-inspiring 
man. 

JOURNALIST  AND 
SHAKESPEARE. 

The  Stratford-on-Avon  Commemoration 
of  1860,  was  noted  for  a  general  holiday, 
and  for  the  liveliness  which  attended  the 
performance  of  the  Rifle  Corps,  and  the 
evolutions  of  the  Warwickshire  Yeo- 
manry Cavalry.  At  the  evening  dinner 
in  Shakespeare  Hall,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Julian  Young  was  the  Chairman,  and 
Mr.  Walter  Montgomery  again  gave 
interesting  recitals  from  Shakespeare's 
plays. 

It  appears  from  evidence  supplied  to  me 
by    the    late    celebrated    Mrs.    George 

Linnaeus  Banks,  the    English   novelist, 
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author  of  **The  Manchester  Man," 
**In  His  Own  Hand,"  and  other  works 
of  fiction — who  was  honoured  by  a 
Government  Grant  in  Recognition  of 
her  services  to  literature— that  her 
husband  had  a  connection  with  these 
Shakespeare  Commemorations  at  the 
poet's  Birthplace. 

In  1852  and  1853,  Mr.  George  Linnaeus 
Banks,  a  well-known  journalist  and 
lecturer,  and  an  enthusiastic  Shake- 
speare scholar,  instituted  two  Com- 
memorations at  Stratford- on- Avon. 
These  have  already  been  alluded  to  in 
their  order  of  dates  ;  but  the  name  of 
the  prime  mover,  as  is  often  the  case  in 
such  matters,  escaped  my  notice. 
Mr.  Banks  at  that  time  was  the  Editor 
of  "THE  BIRMINGHAM 
MERCURY,"  and  worked  hard  to 
secure  a  sucess  for  the  Commemora- 
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tions  which  he  organised.  He  was  able 
to  engage  the  attendance  of  the  leading 
Shakespeare  actors  and  commentators, 
and  the  Festival  proceedings  terminated, 
as  on  former  occasions,  with  a  banquet 
at  the  Falcon  Inn. 

The  account  of  the  Commemoration  of 
1853  can  now  be  augmented  by  informa- 
tion derived  from  Mrs.  Banks.  The 
celebrated  people  in  attendance  were 
presented  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Onions,  then  of 
Birmingham,  with  Library  Bellows, 
made  from  portions  of  the  Stratford-on- 
Avon  **One  Elm,"  which  had  been  cut 
down  through  an  official  blunder,  and 
which  had  been  purchased  by  Mr. 
Onions. 

THE    STRATFORD-ON-AVON 
"ONE  ELM." 

This  **One  Elm"  was  not  of  so  much 
historic  interest  as  the  famous  Mulberry 
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Tree,  planted  at  New  Place  by  the  hand 
of  Shakespeare  himself,  and  which  was 
so  ruthlessly  cut  down  by  the  Rev. 
Francis  Gastrell,  about  the  year  1756 ; 
still,  as  Mrs.  Banks  informed  me.  it  was 
a  tree  of  renown.  It  was  the  tree  under 
which  the  old  Courts  Leet  had  assembled, 
under  which  Shakespeare,  doubtless, 
had  often  played  when  a  boy,  and  loved 
to  sit  in  his  maturity,  and  from  which 
the  beaters  of  the  Parish  bounds  started 
on  their  perambulations. 
A  silver  plate  was  set  into  each  pair  of 
the  presentation  bellows  mentioned 
above,  upon  which  was  an  inscription 
commemorative  of  the  Festival.  Througli 
illness,  Mrs.  Banks  was  not  present  at 
either  of  the  Commemorations  organised 
by  her  husband.  A  pair  of  the  **One 
Elm"  bellows  were  sent  to  her  upon  the 
occasion,  and  so  interesting  a  Shake- 
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speare  gift  we  may  be  sure  she  gladly 
accepted. 

READINGS  FROM  SHAKESPEARE 
The  Commemoration  of  1861  was  presid- 
ed over  by  the  late  Sir  Robert  Hamilton, 
a  gentleman  who  resided  at  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
literary  and  political  concerns  of  War- 
wickshire. Readings  from  Shakespeare 
were  the  chief  features  of  the  1861 
Festival.  The  Rev.  Charles  Julian 
Young  gave  **  JULIUS  G^SAR,"  and 
Mr.  Walter  Montgomery  recited  **The 
Balaclava  Charge"  from  Tennyson. 
Guests  were  by  no  means  numerous  or 
illustrious,  the  one  theatrical  manager  of 
standing  present  being  Mr.  Mercer 
Simpson,  of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Bir- 
mingham. 

*'Mine  Host  of  the  Shakespeare''  served 
up  the  Birthday  Banquet  of  1862.  It  was 
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not  an  auspicious  gathering  this  year. 
The  Chairman  of   the    day    was    Mr. 
James  Bennett,  actor,  of  Birmingham— 
a  very  good  representative  of  the  great 
dramatist's  characters. 
Mr.  Edgar  F.  Flower,  whose  brother, 
Charles,   gave    such    an    amazing   sum 
of  money  towards  the  erection  of  the 
Shakespeare    Memorial     Buildings    at 
Stratford-on-Avon,  was  the  Master  of  the 
Ceremonies  at  the  Commemoration  of 
1863.    A  touch  of  interest  was  imparted 
to  the  occasion    owing    to   the    Royal 
Shakespeare      Club     having     effected 
the  removal  of  the  Poet's  Desk  from  the 
Grammar  School  to  the  Museum  of  the 
Club. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bickmore,  of  Christ 
Church,  Leamington,  a  scholarly  Shake- 
pearean  and  a  learned  Greek  and  Latin 
student,  was  entrusted  with  the  toast  of 
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"The  Immortal  Memory  of  Shakes- 
peare." As  upon  former  occasions,  Mr. 
James  Bennett,  the  actor,  gave  readings 
—this  time  from  the  MERCHANT  OF 
VENICE. 

THE  SHAKESPEARE 
TERCENTENARY  FESTIVAL. 
For  two  or  three  years  previously  great 
efforts  had  been  made  to  commemorate 
the  Tercentenary  of  Shakespeare  with 
tokens  of  more  than  usual  enthusiasm. 
Thus  the  year  1864  is  one  which  stands 
out  prominently  in  the  role  of  Shakes- 
pearean history. 

As  a  means  of  furthering  the  scheme,  a 
deputation  consisting  of  the  Rev.  George 
Granville,  Vicar  of  Stratford-on-Avon, 
and  Dr.  Kingsley,  a  member  of  the 
Shakespeare  Club,  waited  upon  the 
late  Lord  Leigh,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Warwickshire,  and  laid  the  plans  before 

37 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE  S  TABLE 

him.  Of  these  his  Lordship  heartily 
approved,  and  gave  the  scheme  his 
valuable  co-operation.  A  Tercentenary 
Committee  was  formed,  under  the 
Chairmanship  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  Bart.,  K.C.B., 
and  this  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  make 
the  Celebration  worthy  of  the  occasion. 
One  of  the  chief  notions  was  to  hold, 
during  the  six  days  of  the  Commemora- 
tion, a  series  of  important  representa- 
tions of  some  of  Shakespeare's  finest 
works. 

Mr.  Charles  Fechter  was  at  that  time 
manager  of  the  Lyceum  Theatre,  Lon- 
don, and  Mr.  Samuel  Phelps  of  Sadler's 
Wells.  They  were  both,  or  imagined 
themselves  to  be,  actors  of  the  first  rank, 
and  therefore  very  susceptible  to  dis- 
tinctions. The  Tercentenary  Commit- 
tee invited  Mr.  Fechter  to  undertake  the 
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part  of  **  Hamlet."  But  this  distinction 
proved  displeasing  to  Mr.  Phelps,  who 
declined  to  take  any  part  whatever  in 
the  theatrical  performances.  Thereupon 
Mr.  Fechter  himself  withdrew,  and  the 
Commemoration  had  to  be  conducted 
without  the  aid  of  those  two  representa- 
tive players,  who  were  obviously  more 
in  love  with  themselves  than  with 
Shakespeare,  their  Master. 
A  like  difficulty  arose  with  regard  to 
Mrs.  (afterwards  Lady)  Martin,  the 
Helen  Faucit  of  a  few  years  previously, 
who  had  been  requested  to  appear  as 
"  Rosalind  "  in  AS  YOU  LIKE  IT. 
It  seems  that  Madame  Stella  Colas,  a 
successful  actress  of  the  day,  who  had 
been  performing  at  the  Haymarket  and 
other  Theatres,  was  engaged  by  the 
Committee  to  undertake  the  part  of 
'*  Juliet,"  in  ROMEO  AND  JULIET. 
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This  selection  was  not  pleasing  to  Mr. 
(afterwards  Sir  Theodore)  Martin,  and 
he  wrote  to  the  Committee  to  withdraw 
his  wife's  services.  In  this  dilemma 
application  was  made  to  Mr.  Buckstone, 
of  the  Adelphi  Theatre,  and  he  was 
fortunate  in  securing  Mrs.  Charles 
Young,  who  very  gracefully  enacted  the 
character. 

A  large  pavilion  was  erected  in  which  to 
represent  the  plays.  The  galleries  held 
2,000  people,  and  other  parts  of  the 
building  were  enabled  to  accommodate 
another  2,000 ;  so  that  upon  this  occa- 
sion, a  goodly  company  of  apostles 
assembled  to  do  homage  to  the  memory 
of  Shakespeare. 

The  stage  was  seventy-four  feet  long  by 
fifty-six  feet  wide,  and  the  scenery  was 
painted  by  the  renowned  scenic  artist, 
Mr.  W.  Telbin.    Among  the  plays  per- 
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formed  during  the  Commemoration  were 
AS  YOU  LIKE  IT,  ROMEO  AND 
JULIET,  HAMLET,  and  TWELFTH 
NIGHT,  the  casts  of  each  production 
being  of  a  superior  order. 
A  variable  tone  was  lent  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  a  series  of  dramatic  readings  by 
Mrs.  Macready,  wife  of  the  celebrated 
tragedian.  This  gifted  lady  gave  with 
excellent  effect,  selections  from  THE 
TAMING  OF  THE  SHREW,  MAC- 
BETH,  THE  MERCHANT  OF 
VENICE,  and  A  MIDSUMMER 
NIGHTS  DREAM  ;  and  her  perform- 
ances  were  certainly  a  delightful  item  in 
the  general  programme. 

THE  GARRICK  GOBLET. 

Among  other  attractions,  a  mass  of 
Shakespeare  relics  were  shown,  many 
libraries  and  museums  having  been  laid 
under    contribution    for    the    purpose. 
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Certainly  one  of  the  chief  objects  of 
interest  was  the  Garrick  Goblet,  made 
out  of  that  same  mulberry  tree  which 
Shakespeare  had  planted  with  his  own 
hand  at  New  Place  more  than  three 
centuries  ago. 

Upon  receiving  this  Goblet  at  his 
Pageant  of  1769,  Garrick  signalised  the 
event  by  composing  and  singing  a  song, 
the  first  verse  of  which  ran  as  follows  : 

Behold  this  Goblet.     'Twas  carved  from  the  Tree, 
Which,  O,  my  sweet  Shakespeare,  was  planted  by 

thee. 
As  a  relic  I  kiss  it,  and  bow  at  thy  shrine. 
What  comes  from  thy  hand  must  be  ever  divine. 
All  shall  yield  to  the  Mulberry  Tree, 
Bend  to  thee 
Blest  Mulberry, 
Matchless  was  he, 
Who  planted  thee, 
And  thou,  like  him,  immortal  shall  be. 

At  this  memorable  Birthday  Festival, 
**the  regular  feast,"  of  which  Leigh 
Hunt  did  not  live  to  partake,  was 
attended  by  no  less  than  800  people.  It 
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II  ......  — - 

was  presided  over  by  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  a  nobleman  whose  scholarly 
attainments  and  enthusiasm  and  love  for 
Shakespeare  admirably  fitted  him  for 
the  post. 

A  very  pleasant  incident  in  the  course 
of  the  proceedings  was  the  presentation 
of  an  illuminated  address  from  Shake- 
speareans  in  Germany.  It  was  read  by 
the  late  Max  Muller,  and  ended  in  the 
following  words  : — 

**This  we  wish  by  our  Greeting.  Hail 
to  the  Memory  of  William  Shakespeare. 
Hail  to  the  town  of  Stratford-on-Avon. 
Hail  to  the  people  of  England.  In  the 
name  of  the  Executive  of  the  Hochstift, 
at  their  seat  in  Goethe's  House.  Volger, 
President  ;  Heyden,  Vice-President  ; 
Schideck,  Secretary." 
The  address  was  richly  illuminated  and 
bore  a  vignette  of  Shakespeare,  and  a 
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sketch  of  the  houses  of  Goethe  and 
Shakespeare.  On  the  whole,  therefore, 
although  there  was  much  friction,  great 
heart-burning,  and  much  disappointment, 
the  Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  Tercentenary 
Celebration  was  a  praiseworthy  effort 
in  the  direction  of  paying  real  honour  to 
Shakespeare. 

THE  ELY  PORTRAIT, 

There  was  one  evil  effect  consequent 
upon  the  holding  of  the  Tercentenary 
Commemoration  -  enthusiasm  seems  to 
have  died  with  it.  For  the  year  1864, 
all  the  resources  available,  in  all  lands, 
were  made  use  of,  and  after  this  united 
effort,  apathy  seems  to  have  set  in. 
These  evidences,  though  manifest  at  the 
Festival  of  1865,  were  not  so  marked  as 
afterwards.  At  this  Commemoration, 
indeed,  there  were  several  noteworthy 
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reports  coming  before  the  Club  in  the 
shape  of  presents  to  the  Museum. 
Thus  a  picture  of  Shakespeare,  which 
belonged  to  the  Bishop  of  Ely  and  known 
as  **The  Ely  Portrait,"  was  presented 
by  Mr.  Henry  Graves,  of  Pall  Mall, 
London  ;  two  original  quarto  editions  of 
HAMLET,  1603  and  1604,  were  given 
by  James  Payne  Collier  ;  and  Mr.  John 
Ashfield  further  increased  the  relics  of 
interest  to  be  found  at  the  Museum,  by 
bequeathing  the  old  Sign  of  **  The 
Falcon  Inn,"  at  Bidford,  where  Shake- 
speare and  his  bibulous  companions  are 
supposed  to  have  had  a  drinking  contest 
with  the  Bidford  Association  of  Sippers, 
and  to  have  been  ignominiously  defeated. 
Upon  being  asked  to  resume  the  contest, 
the  Poet,  it  is  traditionally  recorded, 
said,  *'  No,  I  have  drunk  enough  with 

Piping  Pebworth,  dancing  Marston, 
Haunted  Hillboro*,  hungry  Grafton;  45 
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Dodging  Exhall,  papist  Wixford, 
Beggarly  Broom,  and  drunken  Bidford." 

With  associations  like  this  surrounding 
it,  the  Sign  from  the  old  Falcon  Inn  was 
a  welcome  present. 

DECLINING  FESTIVALS. 
The  Chairman  of  the  regular  feast  of 
1865,  was  James  Cox,  junior,  Mayor  of 
Stratford-on-Avon.  With  the  one  excep- 
tion of  Mr.  H.  O.  Hunt,  the  gathering 
was  singularly  destitute  of  Shakespeare 
scholars.  It  seems,  indeed,  to  have 
been  more  of  a  military  than  a  Shake- 
speare Dinner ;  the  military  element 
being  imported  by  Sir  Charles  Mordaunt, 
of  Walton  House,  near  Warwick.  The 
only  allusion  to  the  stage  fell  from  Mr. 
James  Bennett,  the  tragedian,  who  gave 
the  toast  of  **  The  Drama  "  with  modesty 
and  discrimination. 
There  appears  to  have  been  no  * 'regular 
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feast"  at  Stratford  -  on  -  Avon  at  the 
Birthday  anniversary  of  1866.  The 
gentlemen  who  constituted  the  **  Royal 
Shakespeare  Club,"  however,  met  and 
carried  a  resolution  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  legal  estate  in  the  Birthplace, 
Museum,  and  other  properties,  from  the 
two  surviving  Trustees  (James  Payne 
Collier  and  Dr.  Thomson)  to  the  Cor- 
poration of  Stratford-on-Avon. 
At  Birmingham  there  was  a  Shakespeare 
Club,  and  this  met  at  a  Banquet  furnished 
in  the  Royal  Hotel,  at  the  Commemora- 
tion of  1866.  The  late  George  Dawson 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  evening,  and 
his  compeers  were  Shakespeare  scholars 
well-known  in  **The  Toy  Shop  of 
Europe." 

For  four  years  from  this  date  there  were 
no  ** regular  feasts"  at  the  Poet's  birth- 
place,  on  the  23rd  of  each  recurring 
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April.  Perhaps  Shakespeare  lovers  had 
grown  apathetic ;  certainly  the  authorities 
at  Stratford-on-Avon,  had  no  available 
funds  with  which  to  keep  up  the  favoured 
custom ;  the  Tercentenary  Commemora- 
tion— which  was  a  great  financial  failure, 
though  an  artistic  success— proving  an 
immense  drain  upon  their  resources. 
Each  year,  however,  there  was  a  formal 
meeting,  which  consisted  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  day  and  a  few  friends.  At  these 
semi-private  meetings  reports  were  read 
of  the  Shakespeare  presents  received 
during  the  year  and  a  little  talk  indulged 
in  as  to  the  doings  of  the  future.  For 
four  years  this  was  the  kind  of  Com- 
memoration oflfered  to  Shakespeare  on 
his  Birthday  ;  a  poor  way  of  honouring 
the  Immortal  at  the  best. 
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REVIVING  FESTIVALS. 
In  1871  **  the  regular  feast "  was  revived. 
This  was,  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the 
energy  of  the  then  Mayor,  Edward 
Gibbs,  who  deplored  the  falling  away 
of  the  old  custom.  The  dinner  was 
furnished  this  year,  as  heretofore,  in 
Shakespeare  Hall,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  day  was  Mr.  Gibbs.  A  very  good 
company  assembled,  including  Mr. 
George  Dawson  and  Mr.  Sam  Timmins 
— both  great  lovers  of  the  Poet,  and 
deeply  versed  in  the  Poet's  lore.  The 
former,  in  very  impressive  language, 
gave  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "The 
Immortal  Memory  of  Shakespeare,"  and 
Mr.  Timmins— who  had  himself  donned 
the  sock  and  buskin — proposed  **The 
Drama"  in  terms  delightful  to  all 
present. 

Mine  Host  of  **The  Red  Horse"  served 
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up  the  Banquet  of  1872.  It  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  Robert  Gibbs,  one  of  the 
chief  guests  being  the  late  Sir  Arthur 
Hodgson,  of  Clopton  House.  There  is 
nothing  to  record  of  any  moment  in 
connection  with  this  Commemoration, 
which  was  singularly  barren  of  real 
interest.  The  ** Shakespeare  Club*'  at 
Birmingham  held  its  usual  Dinner,  with 
Mr.  George  Dawson  as  Chairman. 
The  Birthday  of  1873  was  honoured 
with  an  unusually  good  Commemoration. 
It  seemed,  indeed,  as  if  some  attempt 
had  been  made  to  resuscitate  the  full 
custom  prevalent  some  fifty  years  before. 
There  was  not  only  *'the  regular  feast," 
furnished  this  year  at  the  Town  Hall, 
with  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Flower  at 
the  head  of  the  table  ;  but  a  fairly  good 
procession  preceded  it,  which  was  gay 
with  flags  and  bunting  and  lively  with 
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music.  This  Procession  moved  to  New 
Place,  where  Bishop's  delightful  sere- 
nade, **0,  by  rivers,  by  whose  Falls,'* 
was  given,  and  made  a  pretty  variation 
in  the  programme. 

The  late  Marquess  of  Hertford  was 
present  at  this  **  regular  feast,"  and 
made  some  apt  and  pleasing  remarks 
upon  the  genius  of  Shakespeare.  This 
nobleman,  whose  Warwickshire  seat 
was  the  famous  Ragley  Hall,  near 
Alcester,  was  killed  in  the  Stratford-on- 
Avon  hunting  field  in  1884.  Miss  Glyn, 
the  well-known  dramatic  reader,  gave 
selections  from  the  plays  of  HAMLET 
and  MACBETH ;  and  all  things  con- 
sidered, this  Commemoration  was  an 
improvement  upon  some  of  its  immediate 
predecessors. 
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A  LEAMINGTON 
COMMEMORATION. 

It  seems,  however,  as  upon  former 
occasions,  to  have  exhausted  the 
enthusiasm  and  funds  of  the  Stratford- 
on-Avon  authorities,  for  there  was  no 
feast  in  Shakespeare's  town  in  1874,  and 
for  several  subsequent  years.  A  little 
group  of  warm  enthusiasts  at  Royal 
Leamington  Spa  did,  it  appears,  make 
the  first  attempt  at  a  Commemoration 
in  that  town.  The  Dinner  was  served 
at  the  Crown  Hotel,  and  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  William  Watkin,  Chairman 
of  the  Local  Board. 

The  late  J.  Tom  Burgess,  antiquarian 
and  author  of  **  Historic  Warwickshire," 
gave,  with  much  grace  and  judgment, 
the  toast  of  **The  Immortal  Memory  ot 
Shakespeare."  At  this  Celebration,  a 
poem,  not  then  in  print,  from  the  pen 
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of  Mr.  George  Markham  Tweddell,  was 
read.  The  author  was  a  noted  Shake- 
spearean, and  wrote  his  poem,  which 
was  entitled  "The  Welcomb  Hills  in 
the  Land  of  Shakespeare,"  during  a  visit 
to  the  late  Mr.  Mark  Phillips,  at 
Welcomb  Park. 

The  opening  lines  of  the  poem  ran  as 
follows  :— 

Hail,  Hills  of  Welcomb.     Once  again  I  tread 
Your  glorious  sward  where  Shakespeare  oft  has 

roamed 
Before  me.     May  some  ethereal  flame 
From  his  bright  spirit  so  impregnate  mine 
That  I  may  feel  the  inspiration  he 
So  oft  has  felt  when  he  has  wandered  here. 

OPENING  OF  THE  MEMORIAL 
THEATRE. 

A  break  of  four  years,  during  which 
there  was  a  lapse  of  **  the  regular  feast," 
brings  the  record  up  to  1879.  In  that 
year  the  Shakespeare  Memorial  Theatre 
was  finished    and    opened    with    great 
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pomp  and  circumstance  on  the  Poet's 
Birthday.  The  Festival  was,  in  many 
ways,  a  noteworthy  one.  Extensive 
street  decorations  were  prepared,  but 
the  weather,  as  in  the  case  of  Garrick's 
Jubilee  Pageant  of  1769,  was  against  this 
form  of  worship. 

A  luncheon  was  furnished  in  the  Town 
Hall,  with  the  originator  of  the  luncheon, 
Mr.  Charles  Edward  Flower,  in  the 
chair.  The  aristocracy  was  represented 
by  the  late  Lord  Leigh,  of  Stoneleigh 
Abbey,  who  laid  the  stone  of  the 
Memorial  Theatre  ;  the  clergy  by  the 
Rev.  Canon  Baynes,  a  singularly  gifted 
man,  who  proposed  in  eloquent  language 
*'The  Immortal  Memory  of  Shake- 
speare "  ;  and  the  stage  by  Helen  Faucit 
(Lady  Theodore  Martin)  and  Mr.  F.  B. 
Chatterton,  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre^ 
London. 
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THE  MEMORIAL  THEATRE 
PERFORMANCE. 

The  first  Performance  ever  given  in  the 
Memorial  Theatre,  Stratford-on-Avon, 
took  place  upon  the  evening  of  April 
23rd,  1879.  MUCH  ADO  ABOUT 
NOTHING  w^as  the  piece  chosen,  and 
as  the  event  w^as  an  interesting  one  in 
Shakespearean  history,  I  append  the  cast 
of  characters : — 

Benedict Mr.  Barry  Sullivan. 

Don  Pedro Mr.  Luigi  Lablanche, 

Don  John Mr.  Herbert  Jenner. 

Claudio Mr.  Edward  Compton. 

Leonato Mr.  John  Ryder. 

Balthazar  Mr.  W,  H.  Cummings. 

Dogberry    Mr.  W.  H.  Stephens. 

Verges     Mr.  Frank  Barbsy. 

Beatrice Miss  Helen  Faucit. 

Hero    Miss  Wallis. 

Ursula     Miss  Hudspeth. 

Margaret    Miss  Golien. 

The  Play,  which  w^as  interpreted  with 
zeal  and  judgment,  was  preceded  by  a 
poetical  epilogue,  written  by  Dr.  West- 

55 


ROUND  SHAKESPEARE'S  TABLE 

land  Marston,  and  spoken  by  Miss  Kate 
Field,  an  American  lady,  exceedingly 
popular  at  Stratford-on-Avon.  During 
this  Festival,  which  lasted  for  five  days, 
other  Shakespearean  plays  were  per- 
formed, of  which  perhaps  the  most 
successful  was  HAMLET,  with  Mr. 
Barry  Sullivan  as  Hamlet,  and  Miss 
Wallis  as  Ophelia. 

Since  that  time  there  has  been  a  singular 
poverty  of  Shakespeare  Commemora- 
tions at  the  Poet's  Birthplace  in  the 
sense  that  Leigh  Hunt  meant  them  to 
be.  There  is  no  ** regular  feast"  now, 
and  the  one  form  of  recognising  the 
event  during  the  ** eighties  and  nineties*' 
has  been  the  giving  of  a  series  of 
dramatic  performances  by  Mr.  Frank  R. 
Benson's  Company,  of  more  or  less 
Shakespearean  works  ;  a  very  proper 
and  estimable  thing  in  itself,  but  scarcely 
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important  enough  for  the  day  and  the 
Man. 

In  an  article  published  in  LIPPIN- 
GOTTS  MAGAZINE  some  time  since, 
I  made  the  suggestion  that  Sir  Henry 
Irving  should  follow  the  example  of  his 
illustrious  predecessors,  and  visit  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon  on  the  Poet's  Birthday  for 
the  purpose  of  performing  there.  Sir 
Henry  wrote  to  say  that  he  would  go 
down  with  his  Lyceum  players,  but  he 
was  never  able  to  go ;  and  alas,  he  never 
will  be  able  to  go  now.  Again,  there  is, 
or  was,  a  movement  on  foot  at  Stratford- 
on-Avon  for  the  resuscitation  of  the 
Birthday  Feast  and  Procession ;  so  that 
ere  long  a  greatly  improved  Shake- 
speare Gommemoration  should  be  seen 
yearly  at  the  Poet's  Birthplace  on  his 
Birthday. 
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A  PRE-VICTORIAN 
COMMEMORATION. 
When  Serjeant  Talfourd,  the  author  of 
**Glencoe,  or  the  Fate  of  the  Mac- 
donalds,"  was  in  the  flesh,  and  one  year 
before  Leigh  Hunt  produced  his  beauti- 
ful **  Legend  of  Florence,"  the  memory 
of  Shakespeare  was  reverently  kept  in 
London  at  each  recurring  birthday  of 
the  Poet. 

London  could  then  boast  of  a  coterie 
of  literary  and  histrionic  lights,  which, 
baptised  "The  Shakespeare  Club,"  and 
presided  over  by  Serjeant  Talfourd,  used 
to  keep  the  memory  of  Shakespeare 
green  up  to  the  small  hours  of  the 
following  morning  of  the  dramatist's 
birthday  at  the  Piazza  Coffee  Tavern, 
in  Covent  Garden.  There  is  no 
evidence  to  show  that  these  annual 
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gatherings  in  April  were  of  the  carousal 
genus.  No  doubt  each  one,  as  Byron 
would  say,  was 

**  A  feast  of  reason,  and  a  flow  ot  soul." 
On  the  23rd  of  April,  1829,  the  bells  of 
the  Collegiate  Church  at  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  rang  out  a  merry  peal  to  inform 
any  benighted  wight  (and  there  were 
many  then,  as  there  are  many  now, 
unacquainted  with  the  fact)  in  the  town, 
that  that  was  Shakespeare's  Birthday  : 
Shakespeare  who  was  born  in  Henley 
Street,  in  the  little  Warwickshire  town 
of  irregular  streets,  on  April  23rd,  1564, 
and  died  on  the  same  day,  1616. 
A  right  royal  salute  of  cannon  following 
led  all  the  people  towards  the  banks 
of  the  softly-flowing  Avon,  where  the 
pieces  of  ordnance  were  planted  ;  for  the 
worthy  burghers  of  Stratford-on-Avon 
(great  beefeaters  and  great  beer  drinkers 
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as  they  were),  had  a  robust  notion  of 
doing  things  when  their  immortal  towns- 
man was  concerned— at  least  they  had  at 
that  time  ;  and  so  they  thundered  forth 
the  announcement  of  his  two  hundred 
and  fifty-fifth  Birthday,  even  from  the 
cannon's  mouth.  That  is  a  thing  which 
has  never  been  done  since. 
Over  the  Guild  of  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
and  from  the  roof  of  the  Town  Hall, 
floated  the  National  and  other  flags, 
and  the  streets  —  which  were  loyally 
bedizened  with  evergreens  and  tri- 
coloured  bunting— would  have  looked  gay 
in  their  unusual  livery,  if  only  the  God 
with  the  watering-pot  had  been  in  agree- 
ment with  the  ceremony.  But  he  was 
not.  In  fact  celestial  teardrops  were 
falling  the  whole  day,  doubtless  wetting 
to  the  skin  the  dauntless  trumpeters  that 
paraded  the  streets  in  front  of  a  draggle- 
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tailed  line  of  the  great  Poet's  most  en- 
thusiastic admirers. 

But  the  '*  regular  feast,"  of  which  Leigh 
Hunt  spoke  in  terms  of  superlative 
animation,  was  the  chief  event  of  this 
rousing  Commemoration.  From  being 
wet  outside,  there  came  a  consuming 
desire  to  be  equallv  wet  inside,  and  so 
the  company  repaired  to  Shakespeare 
Hall,  where  Mine  Host  of  the  Falcon 
was  in  possession,  furnishing  a  repast 
that  would  have  done  credit  to  the 
Round  Table— as  it  did  to  Shakespeare's. 
There  were  217  persons  congregated  in 
that  Hall  whose  loyalty  fill  one  with 
admiration,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
at  that  time  there  were  no  railways  to 
Stratford-on-Avon,  and  that  those  who 
came  had  to  travel  by  stage  coach, 
pack  horse,  or  on  foot ;  and  in  those 
days  the  ways  were  indeed  foul  coming 
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from  Worcester,  Cheltenham,  Leaming- 
ton, Warwick,  and  other  adjacent  places ; 
from  which  places  the  bulk  of  the  people 
did  come. 

The  Mayor  of  Stratford-on-Avon  (Mr. 
William  Chattaway),  whose  descendants 
until  recent  years  were  the  Custodians 
of  Shakespeare's  House,  was  the  Master 
of  the  Ceremonies,  and  he  was  supported 
by  such  worthy  Shakespearean  votaries 
as  the  Rev.  F.  Palmer,  of  Alcester,  and 
Mr.  George  Lloyd,  of  Welcomb  House, 
near  Snitterfield. 

Before  the  Feast  began,  the  guests  were 
treated  to  a  sort  of  epicurean  prologue 
in  the  shape  of  that  now  almost  obsolete 
dinner  song,  *'0,  the  Roast  Beef  of  Old 
England."  Then  the  attack  raged  in 
good  earnest,  until  beef,  beer,  and  bon 
mot  arrived  at  the  speech  epoch,  or,  as 
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might  with  equal  justice  be  said,  the 
toast  era. 

The  toast  of  "The  King"  having  been 
duly  honoured,  **  The  Immortal  Memory 
of  Shakespeare ''  was  drunk  in  the  usual 
silence.  Strange  to  say  the  dignified 
silence  was  soon  broken  by  a  song, 
composed  expressly  for  the  occasion  by 
a  Mr.  Hudson,  a  gentleman  who  rejoiced 
in  the  appellation  of  the  **  English 
Troubadour ; "  albeit  he  did  not  sing  his 
own  songs  as  the  troubadours  of  old  did. 
The  song  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Gwynnett 
an  actor,  and  bore  the  highly  sounding 
title  of  **  Rule  Great  Shakespeare."  As 
an  illustration  of  the  style  of  literary 
grace  in  vogue  at  that  period,  it  may  be 
interesting  and  instructive,  as  showing 
our  advancement,  to  give  the  words  of 
the  song, 
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RULE  GREAT  SHAKESPEARE. 

I'm  named  for  a  song,  and  I  cannot  refuse, 
So  to  make  it  amusing,  I  call  for  my  muse ; 
And  if  she  prove  kind  I'll  endeavour  to  raise, 
Not  some  plays  upon  words  but  some  words  upon 
Plays. 

One  King  John,  a  tailor,  a  bit  of  a  Don, 

For  he  said  his  name  John  King  came  down  from 

King  John ; 
He  read  Shakespeare's  works  as  he  worked  cloth  or 

camlet. 
Was  cock  of  the  village,  and  king  of  the  HAMLET. 

Madame  Venus  and  Cupid  of  all  assailers, 
They  rule  all  rich  kings  as  well  as  poor  tailors  ; 
They  both  did  combine  poor  John  King's  heart  to 

weedle, 
Until  he  did  not  care  a  pin  for  his  needle. 

Like  ROMEO  and  JULIET  their  love  was  not  free, 
And  two  of  a  trade  you  know  seldom  agree ; 
His  heart,  hot  as  Romeo's,  was  in  the  fire  souse, 
But  his  Juliet's  papa  kept  an  opposite  House. 

One  Mr.  Locke,  merchant,  went  to  her  to  woo 
Not  THE  MERCHANT   OF  VENICE,  though 

rich  as  a  Jew  ; 
His  person  was  low,  though  he  signed  himself  I 

Locke, 
When  he  gave  her  a  leer,  and  he  was  not  a  Shy 

Locke. 
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His  rival,  the  poor  tailor,  thought  he  could  suit  ; 
He'd  the  ambition  of  MACBETH  and  RICHARD 

to  boot. 
So  he  said,  "  Mr.  Locke,  you're  a  cowardly  fellow, 
Myheart's  filled  with  jealousy  strong  as  OTHELLO." 

The  Tailor  fought  just  like  a  man  for  his  treasure, 
But  Mr.  Locke  soon  gave  him  MEASURE   FOR 

MEASURE; 
So  after  THE  TEMPEST  he  found  to  his  cost, 
In  regard  to  his  fighting  'twas  LOVE'S  LABOUR 

LOST. 

TWO    GENTLEMEN    stopped    MUCH    ADO 

ABOUT  NOTHING, 
So  the  Tailor  went  home  to  repair  his  torn  clothing ; 
He  could  not  believe  it— to  him  it  did  seem. 
Though    done    in    the    day,     A     MIDSUMMER 

NIGHT'S  DREAM. 

So  the  Tailor  by  Juliet  got  left  in  the  lurch, 

For   I    Locke   in  wedlock   locked   her  fast  in   the 

Church ; 
But  ere  the  TWELFTH  NIGHT  he  the  wedding 

did  rue. 
He   could   not  accomplish    THE    TAMING    OF 

THE   SHREW. 

In  vain  John  King  to  forget  his  love  strives, 

'TIs  a  good  WINTER'S  TALE  among  all  MERRY 

WIVES ; 
My  song's  at  an  end,  and  here  I  shall  strike  it. 
If  ALL'S  WELL  THAT  ENDS  WELL  it  is  AS 

YOU  LIKE  IT. 
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**The  Memory  of  Garrick  and  the 
Jubilee  of  1769  "  was  the  next  step  in  the 
proceedings.  The  toast  was  drunk  in 
silence,  paving  the  way  for  the  perhaps 
more  welcome,  one  of  **Mr.  Edmund 
Kean  and  the  British  Stage."  Unfor- 
tunately, Mr.  Kean  was  not  present  to 
respond  to  the  toast — a  toast  so  much 
after  his  own  heart ;  and  it  was  replied 
to  by  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Raymond,  an 
actor  of  many  parts,  and  a  man  well 
remembered  for  his  varied  excellencies. 
Indisposition,  he  said,  still  kept  Mr. 
Edmund  Kean  from  his  professional 
duties  on  the  Stage,  of  which,  at  that 
day,  he  was  the  brightest  ornament. 
The  celebrity  he  had  acquired  had  been 
entirely  owing  to  his  studying  and  duly 
comprehending  the  works  of  the  immor- 
tal Bard  whose  birth  they  were  cele- 
brating. Mr.  Raymond  concluded  by 
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expressing  his  determination  to  render 
the  Drama  at  Stratford-on-Avon  worthy 
of  support  and  patronage. 
He  carried  out  his  intention  to  the  letter. 
He  erected  a  theatre  in  1835  on  a  portion 
of  Shakespeare's  Gardens  in  Chapel 
Lane,  at  a  cost  of  £1,200.  It  was  opened 
with  AS  YOU  LIKE  IT,  with  Mrs. 
Nesbit  in  the  character  of  **  Rosalind." 
Under  his  management  Mrs.  Siddons, 
the  Keans,  the  Kembles,  Macready,  and 
all  the  great  ones  of  the  tragic  sock 
strutted  and  fretted  their  hour  upon  his 
boards. 

This  Shakespeare  Commemoration  of 
1829  was  brought  to  a  close  by  the  per- 
formance of  a  blind  harper,  brought  over 
from  Ireland  by  Mr.  Phillip  Shirley,  of 
Ettington,  who  added  gaiety  to  the 
merriment  by  playing  with  much  musical 

skill    "The  Warwickshire  Lads  and  Lasses." 
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In  concluding  *' ROUND  SHAKES- 
PEARE'S  TABLE,"  I  will  just  add 
that  a  quite  unique  Commemoration  was 
held  in  what  Edmund  Burke  happily 
called  *'The  Toy -Shop  of  Europe" 
(Birmingham),  in  1848.  It  consisted  of 
a  performance  of  THE  MERRY 
WIVES  OF  WINDSOR,  with  the 
leading  parts  allotted  as  follows  :— 

Sir  John  Falstaff Mr.  Mark  Lemon. 

Justice  Shallow   Mr.  Charles  Dickens. 

Slender   Mr.  John  Leech. 

Ford    Mr.  John  Forster. 

Page    Mr.  F.  Stone. 

Dr.  Caius Mr.  D.  Costello. 

Dame  Quickly Mrs.  Cowden  Clarke. 

Mrs.  Ford Miss  Fortescue. 

Shakespeare,  indeed,  might  feel  himself 

not  unremembered  with  a  play  of  his 

interpreted  by  such  a  distinctly  Hterary 

and  artist  cast. 
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